
 

Conflict Rap 
8th Grade ELA and Music 

Adapted by Paige Satcher 

 

CORE SUBJECT AREA 
ELA 
 

ART FORM + ELEMENTS 
Music 
Rhythm 
Expression 
 

DURATION 
2-50 minute class periods  
 

OBJECTIVES 
TSW analyze characters’ relationships in a text.  

TSW work as partners to compose a rap battle 
between two characters from a text.  

TSW perform their rap battles that convey the 
relationships between two opposing characters in 
the text. 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED 
Pencil 
Paper 
Text set of the teacher's choice (must be a text that 
has two or more characters in conflict) 
 

 

MSCCR STANDARDS 
RL8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts.  

RL8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view 
of the characters and the audience or reader create 
such effects as suspense or humor.  

SL8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions with diverse partners on 8th grade 
topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 
 

MSCCR CREATIVE ARTS STANDARDS 
MU: Cr1.1.H.8 Generate and conceptualize artistic 
ideas and work. Generate musical ideas for various 
purposes and contexts  

MU: Cr3.1.H.8 Refine and complete artistic work. 
Evaluate and refine selected musical ideas to create 
musical work(s) that meet appropriate criteria.   

 

VOCABULARY 
ELA Vocabulary: Conflict, Resolution, Antagonist, 
Protagonist.  Music Vocabulary: Rhythm, Beat, 
Syllables. 

 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
News report of students using rap battles to show their knowledge of a subject area: 

https://www.hungtonpost.com/2013/06/28/science-genius-rap-battles_n_3519461.html 

Rap Battle: Thomas Jefferson vs. Alexander Hamilton https://www.ocabulary.com/unit/jefferson-vs-hamilton/ 

Instrumental Beat for Rap Battles: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mE9CeoqnsgI 

 

LESSON SEQUENCE 
Ahead of time, choose which video from the resources section you want to use to open your lesson. 

Play the video for the students. Ask them how they think this will relate to their lesson on character conflicts. 

TTW explain that students will be writing and performing rap battles based on characters from a story. 

1. TT and TSW dissect a piece of text with two characters in conflict (possibly the protagonist and antagonist of 
the story). TT and TSW discuss the language used to convey the characters’ relationship toward each other.  

2. TSW break off into groups to write their rap battles. Each rap must use evidence from the text to support the 
character’s words and feelings. Emphasize that each line must have an equal number of syllables, so the rap 
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flows nicely.  

• Tip: Have the background beat playing (provided in resources) while students are writing their raps.  

3. TSW share their raps by pairing up with the opposite character and having them “battle” it out.  

4. After each battle, have students discuss how the characters’ relationships were portrayed through the words, 
phrases, and overall tone of the raps. 

 

EXTENDED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Have students connect the rap battles and the characters they represented to the overall theme of the story.  

SOURCES 
Original lesson: https://educationcloset.com/k-12-arts-integration-lesson-plans/ 

Adapted by: Paige Satcher 

TIPS + FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Most rap battle videos have explicit content. There are censored versions, but very few are clean. Be cautious 

when searching for more examples of rap battles for students to watch. 

The Flocabulary video requires a login. A free trial is available if you do not have an account. 
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