
 

Story Shadow Puppets  
Pre-K + ELA and Drama 

Adapted by Shea Thrash 

 

CORE SUBJECT AREA  
ELA 
 

ART FORM + ELEMENTS 
Drama 
Tableau 
Puppetry 
 

MSCCR STANDARDS 
RL.PK.3 With prompting and support, identify some 
characters, settings, and/ or major events in a story. 
  

MSCCR CREATIVE ARTS STANDARDS 
TH:Cr1.1.PK.b With prompting and support, use 
non-representational materials to create props, 
puppets, and costume pieces for dramatic play or a 
guided drama experience (e.g., process drama, story 
drama, creative drama). 
 

DURATION 
2; 30 minute sessions 
 

OBJECTIVES 
The students will…  
• Identify characters,setting, and events in the story 
The Gruffalo.  
• Make story predictions by creating a tableau. 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED 
• The book ​The Gruffalo  
• Open space  
• A large white sheet/screen  
• A single light setup behind the screen  
• A support to hang the sheet/screen  
• Computer/sound system/internet/  
• projector/screen 
 

VOCABULARY 
tableau, setting, character, prediction 
 

SOURCES 
https://educationcloset.com/wp-content/uploads/201
7/03/In-the-Shadows-of-the-Gruffalo.pdf 

 
 

LESSON SEQUENCE 
Show students a picture of the Gruffalo from the book, ​The Gruffalo​ by Julia Donaldson. Ask students what they 
think the image might be. What would you name this creature? How would you describe this creature? 
 
Read the story “The Gruffalo” aloud to students. Before turning the page, to and out what happens in each part of 
the story, ask students to get in groups of 3 to create a Tableau (frozen picture with their bodies) of what they 
think might happen as a prediction. Continue to read through the story in this way until the very end. Then ask, 
Did the ending surprise you? How would you describe the Gruffalo now? 
 
1. Ask students what was the hardest part of acting out their predictions. Was it not talking? Was it standing still? 
Was it working with others in the group?  
2. Explain that students are going to create a shadow show to act out the story as a class. Share the video The 
Silhouettes that shows a shadow dance to tell a story (show a brief clip - not the who thing): ​https:// 
youtu.be/fZ5JGVFiHTw  
3. Explore high, medium and low levels in moving their bodies. Ask students how they can combine levels to 
create a new image. Then, experiment using these behind a screen with the lights off and a single light behind 
the screen turned on (to create a shadow).  
4. Divide students into small groups of 3-4. Each group is assigned a character from the story. They must work 
together to create a shadow that introduces and show the traits of their character.  
End with a performance of each character. 
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