
 

Plots to Act Right   
Fourth Grade + Math and Drama 

Adapted by Melissa Tingle  

 

CORE SUBJECT AREA  
Math 
 

ART FORM + ELEMENTS 
Drama 
Theme 
Plot 
 

MSCCR STANDARDS 
4.NBT.6 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED 
Paper, Pencils, Camera, Actor’s toolbox  
 

VOCABULARY 
Quotient, remainder, dividend, divisor 

MSCCR CREATIVE ARTS STANDARDS 
TH:Cr2.1.4 Organize and develop artistic ideas and 
work. Collaborate to devise original ideas for a 
drama/theatre work by asking questions about 
characters and plots. Make and discuss group 
decisions and identify responsibilities required to 
present a drama/theatre work to peers. 

 
DURATION 
 60 minutes  

OBJECTIVES 
Students will be able to know and/ or do… 

Interpret remainders by acting out scenarios of 
real-life problems. 
 

 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
 
*Actor’s Toolbox Demonstration https://educationcloset.com/2013/05/31/actors-toolbox-script/  
 
*Examples of word problems to use in lesson: 
https://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/support-les/interpret-the-remainder-wholenumbers.pdf 

 
LESSON SEQUENCE 

1. Introduce the Actor’s Toolbox to students and go through each tool, so students are familiar with their 

use. 

2. Present a math problem for students that they need to solve without using their voice tools. Example: Put 

yourselves into groups of three in 10 seconds. If there are remaining students, ask students what we 

could do with that remainder. Write their answers on the board. 

3. Present a math problem for students that they need to solve without using their voice tools. Example: Put 

yourselves into groups of three in 10 seconds. If there are remaining students, ask students what we 

could do with that remainder. Write their answers on the board. 

4. Have students solve two word problems as a group and two word problems independently. 

Think~Pair~Share their answers. 

5. Have students gather back together as a group. Have them repeat step 2. This time, students will receive 

five minutes in their groups. They must depict the definition of division with their bodies using the 

Actor’s Toolbox in some way, and they must use one of the remainder students in their definition 

depiction. Model this for your students. (For example, you stand with your arms straight. A volunteer 

student stands behind you with his arms in a circle above your head. Then, a volunteer student stands in 
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front of you with his arms in a circle by your feet. You just made the division symbol.)  

6. Have each group present their division definitions using Actors Tools.  

7. Have students to reflect on each group’s drama definition. 

 

EXTENDED LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
Take pictures of each group and ask students to write a detention for division and remainders based on the 
images they see. 

SOURCES 
Lesson taken from Education Closet; edited by Melissa Tingle  

TIPS + FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
1. Spend time going over Actor’s Toolbox to familiarize students.  

2. Other possible conventions for lesson ideas: Mime, role-play, narrative, role-play 

 

                        

                                                           

 


